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							Blaise Pascal (1623-1662) French Mathematician/Philosopher						
					

																																							
						Blaise Pascal (1623-1662) was a French mathematician, physicist, inventor, writer and Catholic theologian. He was a child prodigy who was educated by his father, a tax collector in Rouen. Pascal's earliest work was in the natural and applied sciences where he made important contributions to the study of fluids, and clarified the concepts of pressure and vacuum by generalising the work of Evangelista Torricelli. Pascal also wrote in defence of the scientific method.

In 1642, while still a teenager, he started some pioneering work on calculating machines. After three years of effort and 50 prototypes, he built 20 finished machines (called Pascal's calculators and later Pascalines) over the following 10 years, establishing him as one of the first two inventors of the mechanical calculator. (Wikipedia)
					
																		
	
													
						
							Gottfried Leibniz (1646-1716) German Philosopher/Mathematician						
					

																																							
						Gottfried Wilhelm (von) Leibniz (Leibnitz) (1646-1716) was a prominent German polymath and one of the most important logicians, mathematicians and natural philosophers of the Enlightenment. As a representative of the seventeenth-century tradition of rationalism, Leibniz's most prominent accomplishment was conceiving the ideas of differential and integral calculus, independently of Isaac Newton's contemporaneous developments. Mathematical works have consistently favored Leibniz's notation as the conventional expression of calculus. It was only in the 20th century that Leibniz's law of continuity and transcendental law of homogeneity found mathematical implementation (by means of non-standard analysis). He became one of the most prolific inventors in the field of mechanical calculators. While working on adding automatic multiplication and division to Pascal's calculator, he was the first to describe a pinwheel calculator in 1685 and invented the Leibniz wheel, used in the arithmometer, the first mass-produced mechanical calculator. He also refined the binary number system, which is the foundation of all digital computers. (Wikipedia)
					
																		
	
													
						
							Isaac Newton (1642-1727) GB Physicist/Mathematician						
					

																																							
						Sir Isaac Newton PRS (1642-1726/27) was an English mathematician, physicist, astronomer, theologian, and author (described in his own day as a "natural philosopher"). His book Philosophiæ Naturalis Principia Mathematica (Mathematical Principles of Natural Philosophy), first published in 1687, laid the foundations of classical mechanics. Newton also made seminal contributions to optics, and shares credit with Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz for developing the infinitesimal calculus. (Wikipedia)
					
																		
	
													
						
							Ouspensky (1878-1947) Russian Mathematician/Esotericist						
					

																																							
						Pyotr Demianovich Ouspenskii (1878–1947) was a Russian esotericist known for his expositions of the early work of the Greek-Armenian teacher of esoteric doctrine George Gurdjieff, whom he met in Moscow in 1915. (Wikipedia)
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						Pyotr Demianovich Ouspenskii (1878–1947) was a Russian esotericist known for his expositions of the early work of the Greek-Armenian teacher of esoteric doctrine George Gurdjieff, whom he met in Moscow in 1915. (Wikipedia)

					
																		
	
													
						
							Rene Descartes (1596-1650) French Philosopher/Mathematician						
					

																																							
						René Descartes (1596-1650) was a French philosopher, mathematician, and scientist. A native of the Kingdom of France, he spent about 20 years (1629–1649) of his life in the Dutch Republic after serving for a while in the Dutch States Army of Maurice of Nassau, Prince of Orange and the Stadtholder of the United Provinces. One of the most notable intellectual figures of the Dutch Golden Age, Descartes is also widely regarded as one of the founders of modern philosophy. (Wikipedia)
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